
2022-2023 Electives at Sutter Middle School 

Art (7th/8th ) 
Students will be introduced and familiarized with a variety of art mediums (drawing, painting, 3D art, jewelry, 
and clay), techniques, critical concepts, and self-reflective and peer critiques. Not only will students have the 
opportunity to explore the arts hands on, but they will also build a strong artistic foundation to help them have a 
voice. Students will also gain an understanding of how the arts are essential in the cultural and intellectual life of 
a society. 
 
Computer Game Design (7thand 8th Grade Combo) 
Students learn to create exciting games of their own design using a variety of tools, including Game Maker, 
which was used to create the hit game Undertale. Students will create a variety of games including plat formers, 
puzzles, action games and much more. By the end of this class, students will have the skills needed to make 
simple games that can be played with friends. 
  
Elective Block (6th/7th/8th)                                                                                                                          
Students participate in 2 semester elective classes over the school year such as: Technology, Study Skills, and 
Art. Elective options vary each year. Courses offered are unknown until right before school starts. It is not a 
choice of the specific elective that you are placed in.  
 
Leadership (7th/8th)                                                                                                                                        
Leadership is designed to help students discover and develop their talents as leaders. Students will be actively 
engaged in activities such as group discussions, writing thoughts, planning school dances, fundraisers, spirit 
days, school and community involvement projects, and the governing process of our school. As students learn 
how to integrate their leadership skills into their everyday lives, they will become more confident in their 
potential, and their abilities as leaders. Students must submit an application to be considered for this elective. 
 
Music Classes (6th-8th)                                                                                                                                          
Sutter offers different levels of band, orchestra, and chorus. Band courses teach wind and percussion 
instruments (Flute, Clarinet, Alto Saxophone, Trumpet, Trombone, Baritone, or Percussion). Beginning Band 
(6th), Students are not required to have any experience to be enrolled. Advanced Band (7th), Wind Ensemble 
(8th).  Orchestra courses teach stringed instruments (Violin, Viola, Cello, Bass). Beginners and students with some 
experience can participate. Beginning Orchestra (6th-8th) Advanced Orchestra (7th/8th). Other music classes 
offered are Chorus (6th/7th), and Advanced Chorus (7th if previously in Chorus/8th grade).                                                                                                                                     
 
PLTW Computer Science/Robotics (7th/8th) 
This course is designed for students to learn how to create and program robots, such as a drag racer or a post-
apocalyptic machine, using the VEX V5 system. Students will learn how to design and build a variety of 
mechanical devices and then program them using a block-based language.  Students will also learn basic 
programming techniques and mechanical systems including gears, cams, chain drives and more!  This is a very 
design focused class, and, on many assignments, students will be given a problem that will require them to 
create a device to solve.  
 
 
Spanish 1A (6th/7th) and Spanish 1B (7th/8th)                      

These courses are designed for students seeking to learn a world language. Students will develop skills in 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing Spanish. Students will also explore the cultural aspects of various 



Spanish-speaking countries. These cultural components may include literature, art, history, food, traditions, 
music, architecture, and holidays. These electives are rigorous and will add to student workload. Completion of 
Spanish 1A and Spanish 1B is equivalent to completing Spanish 1 at the high school.  

Spanish 2 (7th/8th)                                                                                                                                                     
This course is designed for students seeking to develop their Spanish skills after completing Spanish 1A and 1B 
successfully. Students will continue to develop their skills in listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Students 
will also explore the cultural aspects of various Spanish-speaking countries. These cultural components may 
include literature, art, history, food, traditions, music, architecture, holidays, etc. Students who receive A/B 
grades may choose to take Spanish 3 at the high school. 
 
STEM Academy (Science, Techology, Engineering & Math)   
Please watch presentation on website for more information about this program. 
 
Training and Fitness (7th and 8th Grade Combo)  
This course is designed for students who are interested in learning more about strengthening exercises, how to 
improve their athletic performance, and improve their conditioning. The focus is to help students learn the 
proper techniques for a variety of exercises, and get better and be more confident at the end of the year. This 
class will develop the skills to improve your strength, conditioning, speed and agility. 
 
Teacher’s Assistant (TA) (8th) 
Students may be selected to assist in a classroom, in the office, or in the library. To be an assistant, a student 
must demonstrate the skills, abilities, and character pillars that are needed to fulfil the required duties. Students 
must submit an application to be considered for this position. 
 
Yearbook (7th/8th) 
Yearbook (6th -8th) Students are responsible for creating the yearbook, Tailings, for Sutter Middle School. As a 
Tailings staff member, students learn about and develop skills in writing, layout design, photography, 
technology, business, organization, communication, management, and leadership. Students must complete an 
application to be considered for elective. 
 
Zero Period (6th-8th) 
Students who choose to participate in music AND Spanish, Leadership or Yearbook may take zero period. Zero 
period begins at 7:53 a.m. Placement in zero period is not guaranteed.  
 
 
 

 


